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Overview

The Open Source Geospatial Research and Education Symposium (OGRS) is a meeting 
dedicated to exchanging ideas on development and use of open source geospatial 
software in both research and education. 

Motivated by the inaugural symposium in Nantes, France, OGRS2012 will be held from 
October 24 – 26, 2012 in Yverdon-les-Bains, Switzerland. The symposium is hosted and 
organized by the School of Business and Engineering Vaud (HEIG-VD), in partnership 
with EPFL Lausanne, University of Lausanne, University of Geneva, which are all 
academic institutions in Western Switzerland, and the Institute for Research on Urban 
Sciences and Techniques in France.

Several opportunities exist for presenting results, principles, methods and practices while 
supporting a primary theme: how to carry out research and perform education projects 
using, contributing to, and initiating open source geospatial initiatives.

Participating in open source initiatives can potentially boost innovation as a value creation 
process requiring joint collaborations between academia, foundations, associations, 
developer communities and industry. Additionally, open source software can improve 
education efficiency, by means of student involvement in community actions projects.

The symposium outcomes will validate the importance of the open source model and 
demonstrate how it can be used successfully for geospatial research and education.

In summary, OGRS2012 is a place to share geospatial knowledge and expertise in the 
open source paradigm to foster innovation. The main goals are:

- to build a panel of new scientific research and education practices using and 
contributing to open source initiatives in the geospatial fields;

- to discuss a framework and highlight a rationale about geospatial open source 
technology usage in research and education activities;

- to provide an innovation platform to network and develop ideas for future 
collaborative work between academia –  from research to education –  and other 
actors of the field (associations, foundations, local authorities, industry etc.).

Call for Abstracts

Authors are invited to submit contributions based on the above symposium scope. The 
scientific advisory board (listed on the conference website) has been selected to cover a 
wide range of interdisciplinary geospatial expertise. Therefore, there     is     no     limit     on     list     of   
themes     the program committee wants to include in the symposium.

Moreover, OGRS stands now for Open Source Geospatial Research and Education 
Symposium, which now includes an education component. The program committee 
therefore strongly encourages authors to also submit abstracts with an educational focus.
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OGRS2012 will include several types of presentations

Oral presentations:

Presentations will be grouped by theme and scheduled in several research and education 
sessions. The scientific advisory board expects original and recent research results, 
educational practices, and innovation experiences, including the use and development of 
open source software. Each presenter will be allotted 20 minutes for the presentation and 
5 minutes for questions. We encourage oral presenters to also provide a poster for the 
poster session to allow for additional in-depth discussions.

Workshops:

A workshop is an interactive session on a specific theme with an educational component, 
reinforcing the education side of the symposium. Workshop leaders will demonstrate and 
explain how tools are used to solve typical problems in a given research field. This 
includes development aspects, for instance on how to create of a software plugin tailored 
to answer new issues. Each workshop will be allotted three hours.

Poster presentations:

Posters will be exhibited throughout the symposium. The expectation for a poster 
contribution is recent research results, educational practices, and innovative experience 
with open source software. Poster presenters will participate in a speed presentation 
session (5 minutes per speaker) at the start of the poster session. In-depth discussions 
between authors and attendees will follow. Poster sessions last 90 minutes.

Proposals for discussion groups (round tables):

To stimulate in-depth interaction, the symposium will offer 90 minutes discussion groups. 
Authors can submit a subject for discussion group. The author must justify why the topic is 
appropriate and significant, mention the expected outcomes and, if appropriate, explain 
how the discussion of the outcomes will be implemented.

Submission and publication

To participate in any of the above opportunities, authors are asked to submit an extended 
abstract (1000 to 1500 words, references and keywords excluded) through the conference 
website. The submission deadline is May     28,     2012  . The official language is English.

An international scientific advisory board will review and select abstracts for inclusion in 
the symposium and publication in the symposium proceedings. A subset of contributions 
will be invited to submit full papers for possible publication in a special issue of the Journal 
of Spatial Information Sciences (JOSIS), pending a peer review of full papers. 

Authors will be notified by June     30,     2012   on program inclusion and selection for JOSIS 
submission. The deadline to submit full papers is September     30,     2012  .

Conference website and contact

For more information and announcements, visit www.ogrs2012.org. 

For questions concerning this call for abstracts, contact cfp@ogrs2012.org.
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